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Chair’s Update 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well and that your children have had a good Spring term at school. 
 
As you’ll see from the committee updates, the governing board has been involved in a range of activities 
again this term, and we hope that they give you a bit of an insight into what governors actually do. The 
governing board has three core functions, and our activities mainly fall within one of these: setting the 
school’s vision, ethos and strategic direction; holding the headteacher to account for the educational 
performance of the school and its pupils; and overseeing the financial performance of the school and making 
sure its money is well spent. I would like to take the opportunity to tell you a bit about where we are with the 
first function: setting the school’s vision, ethos and strategic direction. 
 
We set our vision of ‘Believe, Grow, Achieve’ back in 2016, and with it our strategy to develop outdoor 
learning. We are now mid-way through our 5-year plan, and governors have been very pleased to see how 
much has been achieved. Whilst big projects such as the new play equipment installed in Summer 2018 
form part of the strategy, it was always more important to us that outdoor learning became something that 
was embedded in the ethos of the school, an integral part of the way things are done on a day-to-day basis. 
This approach started early with the requirement for every child to have wellies in school so that they could 
use the playing field throughout the year, whatever the weather, and with certain lessons being held outside, 
but governors have been delighted to see that things have really taken off this year. The clearing of a space 
in the wooded part of our grounds has given children wonderful new learning opportunities, staff have 
developed a clear plan so that children’s knowledge and skills in a range of outdoor activities (from den 
building to knot tying and many things besides!) progress each year, and a new Active Maths programme 
has made it easier for teachers to take their classes outside. I hope that your children are enthused and 
inspired by these new opportunities. We will hold a strategy review meeting towards the end of the summer 
term and look forward to considering the success of the projects so far, and to hear from school leaders 
about their plans for the future. 
 
In other news, this is a year of change in the membership of the governing board, and we are very pleased 
that Elizabeth Walsham-Gray has joined us as our new Parent Governor. You will find her profile towards 
the end of the newsletter. As a governing board, we think it is very important to engage with parents and 
carers, as you are such key stakeholders in the school. We are always happy to hear from you and hope 
that as many of you as possible will complete the annual questionnaire next term. 
 
I hope that you all have a very happy Easter. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jenny 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES FROM ALL THE GOVERNOR MEETINGS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 
SCHOOL OFFICE OR BY CONTACTING JENNY AT THE ABOVE EMAIL ADDRESS. 
 

Please contact us: 
Email.. 
KPSGovernors@welearn365.com 
Call or Write.. 
Via the school office (01926 640397). 
In person.. 
Whenever you see us… in the playground, 
or at one of our events. You will find our 
photos below to help you recognise us! 
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February Parents’ Evening Feedback 

Thank you to the 98 respondents to the questionnaire relating to Maths and the school.  It was very 
encouraging to have reported that the majority of the parents/carers feel confident supporting their child/ren 
with Maths at home, as detailed in the below table: 
 
 

Rating of 
Confidence No. of Respondents 

% of 
Respondents 

1 1 1.02% 
2 7 7.14% 
3 20 20.41% 
4 36 36.73% 
5 34 34.69% 

 
Mathletics is by far the most popular activity parents support their children with, followed by Times Tables.  
However the below table shows a variety of methods/activities used by parents/carers to support Maths 
learning 
 

Activities Parents/Carers support with No. of Respondents 

Times Tables 42 

Mathletics 58 

Number Facts 12 

Talking numbers 17 

Other 

Everyday maths 
shopping etc 12 

Internet 1 

General 
support/homework; 
talking etc.. 

15 

board games/quizes etc 10 

 
Although the attendance at the Maths Information Evenings was low, those who attended were very positive 
about the content and the opportunity to see how a maths class is taught.  A reminder that the content of the 
Maths Information Evenings is available on the website. 
 
The school thanks you for all the other feedback on potential improvements and will look into those 
suggestions. 
 
Thank you again for your feedback 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Governor Newsletter 

April 2019 

   
 
 
Upcoming Parents’ Questionnaire 
In the summer term the governors will conduct their annual parent questionnaire. This is an important 
opportunity to hear from parents and carers about matters that directly affect them and their children at the 
school.  
 
We ask the same questions each year with an additional question that reflects the issues of that year in 
order that we can benchmark the responses and show you how things have improved or otherwise since the 
previous year. We are reliant on your co-operation in completing the questionnaire and therefore would be 
grateful if you would assist by completing it at your earliest opportunity after its publication.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you and the results will be published in the end of year governor newsletter.  
 
Meet the Governors 
The Governors would like to offer the opportunity to meet/chat with representatives of the Governing Body 
for a cup of coffee/tea and cake/biscuits on Friday 17th May, 9am to 10.30am in the Music Room at Kineton 
Primary School.  We look forward to meeting with you. 
 
Update from the committees 
Performance and Standards Committee: 

The Performance and Standards Committee met in January and had a final discussion about the results of 
the 2018 KS1 and 2 tests. We were pleased to note that the School Improvement Plan had already picked 
up areas needing further attention even before the test data had been analysed, which suggests that the 
school’s self assessment procedures are strong. 

As usual we looked also at the previous terms progress data for each class and discussed those results with 
Mrs Pollard. There are changes to the framework for Ofsted coming into force in September 2019, one of 
those being that inspectors will place less reliance on data than in the past. But we shall continue to use 
data analysis as one way of evaluating pupil progress and achievement for as long as teachers find the time 
spent collecting and recording that data useful. 

Last term, governor monitoring focussed on Maths, looking particularly at the performance and Mathematical 
fluency of girls. This involved discussion with the Maths lead teacher and looking at children’s work. This 
term we shall monitor English by attending a book scrutiny, looking particularly at the use of media as a 
catalyst for writing and also whether the children have opportunities to take ownership of their own learning 
(as noted in the last Ofsted). Further monitoring of RE will be undertaken by two Foundation governors. 

Looking now at the Early Years curriculum, our EYFS governor will by the end of this term have discussed 
the use of Tapestry in Class R with teachers and children in order for us to consider whether this new 
scheme is helpful. 

Finally, we have reviewed the school’s Data Protection and Assessment Policies and have discussed a 
governor’s SEND report as well as continuing to monitor safeguarding. 
 
Gaye Archer 
 
Resources and Finance Committee (including Premises): 
 
This term the Resources and Finance Committee reviewed and presented to the FGB the budget for the 
next academic year. 
 
I am pleased to advise that due to increased Pupil Numbers and strategic and careful financial planning the 
school is in a very good financial position.   
 
The committee will continue to look at how to utilise the budget to make improvements for the school. 
 
 
Judith Price 
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Meet The New Member of the Governing Body 
 
 

Lyn Tribe – Associate Governor  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am delighted to join the governing body here at Kineton Primary School as a foundation governor. I worship 
at St. Peter's church where I am a member of the Parochial Church Council and the Mother's Union as well 
as helping out at church and community events like, Meet and Eat, the toddler group and any others that 
need someone to make the coffee, wash up, chat or just be a welcoming face.. 
 
I am a keen walker, enjoy going to live performances of music and drama whether they in a theatre, the 
social club or the school hall. I am a member of Kineton WI, Kineton Sports and Social Club and also do a 
lot of knitting!  
 
I  taught for many years including eighteen as a head teacher until I retired. Three of my grandchildren 
attend Kineton primary school, I do the school run twice a week and help in school as a volunteer.  
 
I hope that my background in education will enable me to be an effective and supportive governor in our 
school. 
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Meet The New Member of the Governing Body 
 
 

Elizabeth Walsham-Gray – Parent Governor  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have one son, Daniel, who is currently enjoying every second of his time in Year One. We are relative 
newcomers to living in Kineton, moving in the summer before Daniel started in Reception, and have already 
seen how the Primary School is very much the heart of the village! My husband is a very active member of 
the Friends committee, and we are both willing to get involved as much as possible and help out with events 
wherever we can.  

I am a full time working Mum, as Current Vehicle Quality Manager for Chassis Engineering at Jaguar Land 
Rover. As a result of this I don’t get to help out as much as I would like during school time. My husband also 
works for JLR, going with our test teams to various locations around Europe, so I have quite the busy time 
ferrying Daniel about for his various clubs, Breakdancing, Karate, football and swimming, and he’s already 
planning cricket in the summer!  

I have joined as Parent Governor to try and give something back to a great school that my son is clearly 
thriving in. I have joined the Performance and Standards committee and hope to bring my educational and 
business experience to support the school wherever possible, and very much look forward to working with 
everyone. 
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